
From:
To: A47 Blofield to North Burlingham
Cc:
Subject: TR010040 - A47 Blofield to North Burlingham - Response from Blofield Parish Council - Unique Reference:

A47B-SP013
Date: 19 May 2022 14:09:33
Attachments:

Dear Sir / Madam,
 
Following receipt of the attached email ‘TRO10040’ with the attached letter,  Blofield Parish
Council would like to again submit serious concerns related to the increase in traffic in Blofield,
the impact this will have on/around the proposed new school, and the apparent refusal to
consider practical recommendations for an alternate slip road proposal.   
 
These concerns are detailed in the attached ‘8.13 Statement of Common Ground’ PDF – Please
see pages 5 to 8.  The ‘Applicant’s Response’ noted on these pages is not considered
satisfactory.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Your sincerely, Eleanor
 
Eleanor Bannister
Blofield Parish Council – Deputy Clerk
E:  
W: 
F:  
 
M: 

  
 
 

  Blofield Parish Council     
 
Please be aware that your personal data from your email may be shared with other local authorities
or not-for-profit bodies where your issue, concern or worry can be better answered by that
organisation.
 
Your personal data maybe processed by the Parish Council where it includes the Council’s statutory
functions and powers.
 



   
 

 

 

  

 
  
 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road   
London, SW1P 4DR  

e-mail: 
Web: 
 

TransportInfrastructure@dft.gov.uk 
www.gov.uk/dft 

 
 
 
To:  
 
All Interested Parties, the 
Applicant, Norfolk County 
Council and Anglian Water 
Services Limited  

 
 

    Date:  5 May 2022 

 
Dear Sir/ Madam 
 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and the Infrastructure Planning 
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 
 
Application by National Highways Limited (“the Applicant”) for an Order 
granting Development Consent for the proposed A47 Blofield to North 
Burlingham Project. 
 
1. Request for comments from all interested parties  
 
In response to questions, to the Applicant in the Secretary of State’s letter of 14 April 
2022 the Applicant provided a response dated 27 April 2022 and this has been 
published on the project page on the Planning Inspectorate website. 
 
The Secretary of State would like to invite comments from all interested parties on 
the information provided by the Applicant. 
 
2. Request for comments from the Applicant and Norfolk County Council 

(“NCC”) 
 
NCC protective provisions  
 
The Secretary of States notes the Applicant’s and NCC’s responses to his question on 
NCC’s proposed protective provisions in his consultation letter dated 14 April 2022. 
 
If development consent is granted and, in the absence of any agreement entered into 
by the Applicant and NCC in respect of the transfer of assets, the Secretary of State 
decides to include protective provisions in the Development Consent Order, the 
Secretary of State would welcome protective provisions which have been agreed by 
the Applicant and NCC.  

mailto:TRANSPORTINFRASTRUCTURE@dft.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/dft
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010040/TR010040-000920-SoS-consultation-A47B2NB-13-April-2022.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010040/TR010040-000920-SoS-consultation-A47B2NB-13-April-2022.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010040/TR010040-000927-HE%20response%20to%20SoS%20consultation%20letter%20270422.pdf
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The Secretary of State therefore invites the Applicant and NCC to submit agreed 
protective provisions by 19 May 2022. 
 
If protective provisions cannot be agreed, and assuming the outstanding agreement is 
not agreed, please can the Applicant and NCC provide agreed wording that could be 
included in the DCO to ensure an agreement concerning the transfer and maintenance 
of assets is put in place. 
 
3. Requests for confirmation and information from the Applicant 
 
Article 16 (temporary alteration, diversion, prohibition and restriction of use 
of streets) 
 
The Secretary of State notes that article 16(3) of the draft Order [Rev 9, dated April 
2022] requires the undertaker to provide reasonable access for pedestrians going to 
or from premises abutting a street affected by, amongst other things, temporary 
stopping up.  The Secretary of State further notes there is no power to temporarily 
stop-up in article 16(1) and, similarly, there is no reference to it in article 16(4).   
 
The Secretary of State also notes the references to the power to temporarily stop-up 
in the Protective Provisions in Parts 1 and 3, respectively, of Schedule 9 to the draft 
DCO. 
The Secretary of State requests that the Applicant confirms the position in respect of 
whether it seeks a power to temporarily stop-up under article 16. 
 
Part 4 (speed limits) of Schedule 3 (classification of roads, etc.) 
Please provide copies of the following orders: (i) 70 miles per hour, 60 miles per hour 
and 50 miles per hour (Temporary Speed Limit) Order 1977 and (ii) 70 miles per 
hour, 60 miles per hour and 50 miles per hour (Temporary Speed Limit) (Variation) 
Order 1978, which are referred to in Part 4 of Schedule 3 to the draft DCO. 

 
4. Request for comments from the Applicant and Anglian Water Services 

Limited (“AWSL”) 
 
AWSL protective provisions 
 
The Secretary of State notes at the close of the examination no agreement had been 
reached between the Applicant and AWSL on matters relating to water and 
wastewater services during construction and operation.  Please could the Applicant 
and AWSL confirm the status of the agreement mentioned above?  
 
The deadline for any response is Thursday 19 May 2022. 
 
Responses to the matters outlined in this letter should be submitted by email to 
A47BlofieldtoNorthBurlingham@planninginspectorate.gov.uk.  
 
If you will have difficulty in submitting a response by the consultation deadline, or 
difficulty in submitting a response by email, please inform the Planning Inspectorate 
Case Team.  
 
The responses will be published on the project page for the A47 Blofield and North 
Burlingham Project on the Planning Inspectorate website as soon as possible after the 
19 May 2022 deadline: 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a47-blofield-to-
north-burlingham/  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010040/TR010040-000924-3.1%20draft%20Development%20Consent%20Order%20(Tracked)%20Rev%209.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010040/TR010040-000924-3.1%20draft%20Development%20Consent%20Order%20(Tracked)%20Rev%209.pdf
mailto:A47BlofieldtoNorthBurlingham@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a47-blofield-to-north-burlingham/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a47-blofield-to-north-burlingham/
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This letter is without prejudice to the Secretary of State’s decision whether to grant 
development consent for the A47 Blofield and North Burlingham Project and nothing in 
this letter is to be taken to imply what that decision might be.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Rachel Dominey 
Senior Planning Officer 
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STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND
This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared and agreed by (1) National Highways

Limited and (2) Blofield Parish Council.

Signed 
Name……Chris Griffin………….
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Date: 21 December 2021
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of this Document
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) relates to an application made by

National Highways (“the Applicant”) to the Planning Inspectorate (“PINS”) under
Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“PA 2008”) for a Development Consent Order
(a “DCO”). If made the DCO would grant consent for the Applicant to undertake the
A47 Blofield to North Burlingham Scheme (“the Scheme”). A detailed description of
the Scheme can be found in the ES Chapter 2 The Proposed Scheme (REP4-017).

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere
within the Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning
Inspectorate website.
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/eastern/a47-blofield-to-
north-burlingham/

1.1.3 The SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has
not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process
of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to be
addressed during the examination

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground
1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) National Highways as the Applicant and (2)

Blofield Parish Council.
1.2.2 National Highways (then named Highways England Company Limited) became the

Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1 April 2015. It is the highway
authority in England for the strategic road network and has the necessary powers
and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network. Regulatory
powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing National
Highways made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways
Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by
National Highways.

1.2.3 Blofield Parish Council serves the Parish of Blofield which comprises the villages of
Blofield and Blofield Heath.
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1.3 Terminology
1.3.1 In the tables in Section 3 ‘Issues’ of this SoCG the following terminology is used:

 “Agreed” indicates where the issue has been resolved

 “Not Agreed” indicates a final position

 “Under discussion” where these points will be the subject of on-going
discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of
disagreement between the parties

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of
this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Blofield Parish Council, and
therefore have not been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As
such, those matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either
not of material interest or relevance to Blofield Parish Council.
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2 RECORD OF ENGAGEMENT

2.1.1 A summary of the meetings and correspondence that has taken place between
National Highways and Blofield Parish Council (BPC) in relation to the Application is
outlined in Table 2-1.

Table 2-1 : Record of Engagement

Date Form of
correspondence

Key topics discussed and key outcomes (the
topics should align with the Issues tables)

21/06/18 Email Email from Jon Donlevy re Designated Funds

27/12/18 Letter Scheme update from HE (Lizzie Cooper)

01/19 Email Email from Charlotte Youngs (HE) re compensation for allotment
plots

11/04/19 Meeting Site visit to allotments

06/19 Email Email from Rob Simpson

28/06/19 Email Email from Charlotte Youngs

05/02/20 Meeting Discussed replacement of trees to north of Allotments

24/02/20 Meeting Public meeting at Blofield Courthouse

29/09/20 Meeting Discussed carpark

20/10/20 Meeting Discussed the new School and assistance with chickens when
access is restricted.

15/02/21
Letter from BPC to

MP & HE
(Appendix A)

Requesting update on Cucumber Lane roundabout, traffic through
Blofield, Blofield Allotments, Closure/redirection of Blofield FP7,
Designated fund applications

12/03/21 Meeting & Minutes
(Appendix B)

Scheme update discussed issues raised in letter.  Meeting
minutes issued on 17/03/21

26/03/21
Letter from BPC

to HE
(Appendix C)

Comments on the DCO received from BPC

11/06/21
Letter to BPC

from HE
(Appendix D)

Addressing points on the car park, water tank, impact on mature
trees, fences and access points, disturbance issues.

28/06/21 Email from BPC
to HE (Appendix F) Requesting further clarification on points above.

01/07/21 Email from BPC to
HE (Appendix G) Requesting further clarification on points above.

03/08/21 Email SoCG issued in draft to Blofield Parish Council for review
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Date Form of
correspondence

Key topics discussed and key outcomes (the
topics should align with the Issues tables)

09/09/21 Email from BPC to
HE (Appendix H) Feedback on SoCG

10/21 Meeting Meeting to discuss Designated Funds feasibility study

11/11/21 Meeting Meeting to discuss the points raised in latest correspondence for
agreement in SoCG

02/12/21 Email Updated SoCG shared with Blofield Parish Council

10/12/21 Email from BPC to
HE (Appendix I) Response to draft SoCG from Blofield Parish Council

14/12/21 Email Updated SoCG shared with Blofield Parish Council

2.1.2 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation
undertaken between (1) National Highways and (2) Blofield Parish Council in
relation to the issues addressed in this SoCG.
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3 ISSUES
Table 3-1 : Issues

Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

Cucumber
Lane
Roundabout

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A,
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix I

With increased existing and approved residential
developments in the villages of Blofield, Blofield
Heath and Brundall increased pressure on the village
infrastructure continues to mount. Access West
towards Norwich from these villages relies, in the
main, on access to the A47 dual carriageway at the
roundabout at the Cucumber Lane (from Brundall) /
Yarmouth Road (from Blofield) junction.

Traffic routes (as indicated on the map) show traffic
eminating from Blofield Heath, Brundall and Blofield
itself all concentrating on this junction. Already traffic
on the A47 approaching form the East (Acle / Gt.
Yarmouth) approaches the junction at high speed and
volume causing congesting at the roundabout for
traffic joining from the villages, causing tailbacks at
peak times.

Both Highways England and Norfolk Highways refuse
to perceive this as a problem either now or in the
future and have resisted taking a proactive approach
to the problem by planning ahead instead positioning
themselves on a “wait and see” approach.

Local knowledge already sees this as a problem
waiting to happen, but no authority will take
responsibility for resolving in advance. All that has
been tabled are, on the building of a further
residential development towards said roundabout,
minor changes to the roundabout layout and some
minimal road widening on the approaches. Insufficient
in the opinion of the local Parish Councils.

The traffic modelling takes into consideration future
developments as set out in the uncertainty log, as
agreed with the local authority.  The Transport
Assessment (REP1-044), Table 4-1 and Figure 4-1,
provides details of the planned developments which
have been included in the uncertainty log.

As stated in the Transport Assessment section 9.6.5
(REP1-044) the Applicant acknowledges that
congestion is forecasted to increase at the
A47/Brundall roundabout. However, the roundabout
has existing traffic congestion issues in the 2015 base
year scenario.  These base year traffic congestion
operational issues will be exacerbated by forecasted
traffic growth.  Therefore, the implementation of the
Scheme is not the underlying reason for the capacity
related operational issues at the junction.

National Highways Operations Directorate are
investigating minor safety improvement works to
Cucumber Lane Roundabout, which could include
such things as additional road markings and signage.
These works are independent of the A47 Blofield to
North Burlingham Scheme.

As part of the Scheme a Road Safety Audit will be
completed 6 months after opening and approximately
after a further 18 months.  The outcome of these will
be communicated to National Highways to determine
if any further work is required.

Not
Agreed

20-Dec-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

Cucumber
Lane
Roundabout

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

As the proposal for the A47 junction will close off the
gap in the central reservation, it is our view that traffic
will be forced to enter Blofield and encounter the
already congested road network in the vicinity of the
current school site, doctors surgery and proposed
new school site for onward travel to the A47
Cucumber Lane roundabout for onward travel to
Norwich.
Proposed development in the parish and beyond our
boundary will further compound the traffic flow issues
being encountered at the A47 Cucumber Lane
roundabout.
Traffic routes shown on the indication above
demonstrate that flows from Brundall, Blofield and
Blofield Heath concentrate at the A47 Cucumber
Lane roundabout which is already causing congestion
before the additional development proposals for
housing have been built out.
Both Highways England and Norfolk County Council
refuse to perceive this as a problem either now or in
the future and have resisted taking a proactive
approach to the problem by planning, instead
positioning themselves on a wait and see basis.
Local knowledge already sees this as a problem
waiting to happen, but no authority will take
responsibility for resolving this in advance.
It is with this knowledge why we proposed an
alternative layout to the junction that could be
achieved with minor alterations to the plans which, in
our view, would alleviate the traffic flow issues
demonstrated above.

See response above in relation to Cucumber Lane
Roundabout and below in relation to Yarmouth Road
Junction.

Not agreed 11-Nov-21

Yarmouth
Road
Junction

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
&

During Consultation with Highways England on the
proposed plans for dualling from Blofield to North
Burlingham it became apparent that a reasonable
number of Blofield Heath residents were travelling
south out of their village towards Blofield, using the
slip road to join the A47 East towards Acle and using

The modified junction, as proposed by BPC, is not a
technically viable solution.  The standards set out in
the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, for
example, would  not allow the proposed ‘East’ slip
road to have direct access from properties and High
Noon Lane.

Not agreed 11-Nov-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

the gap in the central reservation (access to east end
of Blofield) to execute a U-turn at this junction to join
the A47 WEST towards Norwich.
As part of the dualling scheme Highways England
plan to close this break in the central reservation
therefore closing off this access route towards
Norwich.  The consequence of this is to force all of
the traffic from Blofield Heath through the already
congested village of Blofield and along Yarmouth
Road to the Cucumber lane roundabout (see 1a
above). (Refer to Appendix A)
Norfolk County Council also plan to build a new
primary school in the next 2-3 years at the location
shown on the map that is at least DOUBLE the size of
the existing school thus creating even more traffic
along a typical village road. As NCC had, at the point
of the consultation with Highways England, not yet
submitted planning applications, HE were unaware of
this until advised by the Parish Council. They
committed to consider this in their planning.
During the consultation both the School and Blofield
resident representation regarding the access route to
Norwich were discussed at length.
Following the meeting Blofield Parish Council
proposed the alternate junction (see below) at the
eastern end of Blofield that would potential alleviate
both of the issues above.

The technically viable solutions similar to this are
Options B and C as set out in section 4.5 of the
Scheme Design Report (REP1-046).
These options were discounted due to the additional
cost of the grade separated options against an at-
grade option as well as the low use of the existing
junction arrangement in the forecast future years do-
minimum scenario within the strategic traffic model.

The traffic modelling for the scheme uses a strategic
model which does not model the schools.

Yarmouth
Road
Junction

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

The Parish Council, with its local knowledge, also
suggested to HE an alternative road layout to improve
traffic flow within the village, especially with the
increasing traffic with the potential new school, which
has been ignored.

See response above in relation to Yarmouth Road
Junction.

Not agreed 11-Nov-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

Yarmouth
Road
Junction

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

2.3 Works Plans
Blofield Parish Council is disappointed that the
suggested alternative junction layout has been
completely disregarded by Highways England.
This was proposed to Highways England due to the
following concerns which have been ignored.
Traffic flow from Blofield Heath suggests that a high
number of parishioners are exiting Blofield Heath,
travelling south towards Blofield, using the slip road to
join the A47 East towards Acle and then using the
gap in the central reservation to execute a U turn to
then travel to towards Norwich on the westbound
A47, as indicated below.

See response above in relation to Yarmouth Road
Junction.

Not agreed 11-Nov-21

Yarmouth
Road
Junction

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

6.1 Chapter 3- Assessment of Alternatives
Junction option B detailed in 3.1.12 is pretty close to
what the Parish Council wanted to see. Discounted
purely on costs and what a computer has predicted
as traffic flow, without seeking any local knowledge or
insights. Again very disappointing to see this
desirable option discounted or even a willingness to
work with the Parish Council to see what is best for
the local community.

See response above in relation to Yarmouth Road
Junction.

Not agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Land

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

We desperately need to know which area of land HE
will require. HE submitted the Development Consent
Order in December 2020 but it takes over a year for a
decision. HE have said that we will lose the present
carpark and some of the top plots but at the moment
we don’t know how many. We renew leases at the
beginning of April and we need to know who will lose
plots, we also have a waiting list but are unable to
offer any spaces until present plot holders have been
relocated. Allotments take time, planning and money
and the plot holders now need to know if they have to
move. HE are hoping to do a site visit to mark the
area required but no date has been arranged. HE

The Applicant has now confirmed how the scheme
affects the allotment plots.  The scheme extents have
been overlayed onto aerial imagery to confirm which
plots are to be affected (see Appendix E).
This has also been agreed with the Allotment society.

It has now been agreed between the Applicant and
BPC that provision of additional land adjacent to the
A47 is not a suitable option and therefore will no
longer be progressed.

Agreed 11-Nov-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

have indicated that they may be able to provide some
plots on an adjacent site, but it may be between the
two trunk roads which isn’t particularly environmental
to be growing veg in the middle of exhaust fumes – If
extra land is made available – who will own that in the
future?

The Applicant will arrange for the extent of works to
be marked out at the Allotments.

Blofield
Allotments –
Gas Main

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A,
Appendix H
& Appendix I

A main gas line has had to be diverted and may
require restricted access to the site – unsure of
timings.

The gas main is now planned to be installed late
Autumn/Winter 2022/23 with a 6-month construction
period.  As this now falls within the winter this should
minimise the impact on the allotments.

Agreed 20-Dec-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Gas Main

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H
& Appendix I

Carparking - during the two weeks of construction
there will be no access to the current carpark - HE
were going to discuss with the land owner of the
neighbouring field the possibility of a temporary
carpark/ access point - any update? It is thought HE
were also going to try and reduce this car park
closure to just a few days - especially if it will happen
during the Summer months.

As the diversion works now fall within the winter this
should minimise the impact on the allotments.
There will be a 2-week period within this with no
access to the current carpark. This will be kept to the
shortest duration possible, to minimise the impact on
the Allotments.
Pedestrian access will be maintained to the area
south the works, outside the DCO boundary, to
ensure that the chickens remain accessible.  If for any
reason access cannot be maintained then alternative
arrangements will be made to ensure the chickens
are looked after.

Agreed 20-Dec-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Carpark

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A,
Appendix H
& Appendix I

The present carpark will be required by HE and is
now in a very poor state of repair, with large potholes,
flooding and mud with many cars getting stuck. We
have tried temporary repairs, but we can’t warrant
spending large sums of money on a temporary
solution. We have asked for assistance from HE for a
temporary fix but to no avail. HE have indicated a new
smaller car park will be provided but we don’t know to
what standard and what long term costs may impact
the PC.

The Applicant is unable to assist in repairs to the
existing carpark.
However, the Applicant can confirm that road
drainage will be provided on the re-aligned Yarmouth
Road to capture road surface water and prevent run-
off into the carpark.This drainage will be maintained.
Drainage will not be provided within the carpark itself.
The new carpark will be created from compacted
stone.
The new carpark will provide at least an equivalent
area of parking for users of the Allotments. Further

Agreed 20-Dec-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

details will be provided during the Detailed Design
phase.

Blofield
Allotments -
Carpark

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

2.7 Drainage and Surface Water Plans
The allotment car park seems to be vastly reduced
compared to what is currently serving the allotment
gardens. Will this new reduced size be sufficient to
cater for peak growing season capacity?

See response above in relation to size of the carpark. Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Carpark

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

Will the proposed concrete dished channel be
sufficient to cope with surface water run off to prevent
the allotment car park from being flooded (as is the
current issue) and water creating channels down the
half plot side of the allotment gardens.

See response above in relation to drainage. Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Carpark

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E

We need to see the new plans of the carpark
entrance. The allotment carpark is shown as the
small, hatched area - but looking again I can't see any
drainage on the road to prevent the run off, the same
problem we have at present. We know Michael
Andrews was also very concerned about the
proposed entry to the new car park being banked -
and thus effectively preventing vehicle access to the
allotments bordering Nick Crane's field - and possibly
even to the main haulage way. This all needs to be
clarified quickly.

The Applicant held a meeting with Mr Andrews, the
landowner on 25 June 2021 to clarify the proposals
and to discuss the updated plan, included in the
General Arrangement Plans (REP7-005), which
remove the ‘banking’.
A filter drain is proposed along the edge of the re-
aligned Yarmouth Road to capture the surface water
run-off, as shown on the Drainage and Surface Water
Plans (APP-010).

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Carpark

Email from
BPC in
Appendix F

The car park plans do not show provision of an area
near the entrance which will be needed to store
woodchip deliveries to site.

The exact location of the area for the woodchip area
will be confirmed during detailed design.  The
Applicant is aware of the requirement to provide this
area and will liaise with BPC to agree the location.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Carpark

Email from
BPC in
Appendix F

Also can HE confirm the vehicle capacity of the new
car park.

The new carpark will provide at least an equivalent
area of parking for users of the Allotments as
provided by the existing car park.  The exact
dimensions will be confirmed during the detailed
design phase.

Agreed 20-Dec-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

Blofield
Allotments -
Trees

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
& Appendix I

Most of the mature trees along the northern edge that
act as a wind break will be lost, this will change the
growing conditions on site.

The Applicant confirms that the existing mature trees
will be lost due to the re-alignment of Yarmouth Road,
however new extra heavy standard trees will be
planted alongside the new carpark boundary as
shown on the Masterplan (REP7-011).

Agreed 20-Dec-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Trees

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

6.8 MasterPlan
Replacement trees along the A47 by Plantation Park
and the Allotment site are also welcomed but these
ought to be of mature status to offer the same level of
shielding the to be removed trees currently provide.

The mitigation principles embedded in the planting
design (which address strategic and policy derived
objectives and location specific screening and
integration functions) are detailed in section 7.9 of ES
Chapter 7: Landscape and Visual (APP-045).
The Masterplan (REP7-011) shows the resulting
planting design. This includes extra heavy standard
trees in the vicinity of the allotment site.  More detail
will be provided in the detailed design phase of the
scheme.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments -
Trees

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E
& Appendix I

Mature trees - We are pleased that mature trees will
be replaced along the Northern Alignment but we
need to know who is responsible for the management
of those trees - especially watering in the first year.
Gemma was to check if it will be HE or NCC. No
mention from HE of how many trees they are
proposing to plant - will they run all along the
Northern border of the allotments?

This is still being discussed between the Applicant
and Norfolk County Council and will be confirmed to
Blofield Parish Council.  In either case there is a
requirement that the trees need to be maintained.

Agreed 20-Dec-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Water tank

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A,
Appendix H
& Appendix I

The water supply will need to be moved The Applicant is aware the water supply will need to
be relocated and raised, however is not yet able to
confirm the proposed location.  If when moving the
water tank it becomes damaged the Applicant will
replace with a new tank, as required.
The exact location of the area for the water supply will
be confirmed during detailed design.  The Applicant is
aware of the requirement to provide this and will liaise
with BPC to agree the location.
The Applicant will also ensure that the water supply is
maintained, even if via a temporary source, whilst the
works are ongoing.

Agreed 20-Dec-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

Blofield
Allotments –
Water tank

Email from
BPC in
Appendix F

Unless a new water tank is being provided by HE, the
existing one will need to be moved and operational
within 48 hours if the move takes place between 1
April and 30 September, when the water supply is
turned on and therefore in regular use. Outside these
dates there is more flexibility.

See response above in relation to the water tank Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Fencing

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

New rabbit proof fencing installed etc. and although
these seem minor issues the plot holders are
concerned.

The fencing design has been amended to reflect the
concerns of the plot holders, as shown on the General
Arrangement Plans (REP7-005).

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Fencing

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

Will there be sufficient space to facilitate access to the
two haulage ways on the main allotment plots?

The layout of the carpark and fencing has been
amended to ensure access to the haulage ways on
the main allotment plots, as shown on the General
Arrangement Plans (REP7-005).

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Fencing

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H
& Appendix I

Also, we think HE need to clarify what type of fence
they will put beside the new Lingwood road, as this
Northern fence will also hopefully provide security for
the allotment car park (and terminate at the new
gates).

The fence is proposed to be 6’ chain link fence along
the northern boundary of the carpark to the gate.
The Entrance Sign/Notice Board will be relocated to
the new access and will be replaced, if required.

Agreed 20-Dec-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Fencing

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E

Wildlife fencing - just to clarify it is deer and rabbit proof
and will it be 6' high.

The Applicant can confirm the fence will be “rabbit
and deer fencing” 1.9m (6’) high.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Blofield
Allotments –
Disturbance

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E

Disturbance issues - At present - There are four mature
heritage apple trees that need to be moved, this can't
be done until the site has been marked out as we are
hoping to move them by the new gates at the top of the
allotments and a tree spade will be required during the

The Applicant will arrange for these trees to be
relocated.  As the trees needs to be relocated before
the new access and gate are constructed the
Applicant will liaise with BPC to determine the
proposed location for the trees.

Agreed 11-Nov-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

winter season. Please can this be discussed and
confirmed.

Blofield
Allotments –
Disturbance

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

Obviously, there may be other issues when works
commence.  Can we ask that they nominate an onsite
contact when work begins, to resolve day to day
issues?

The Applicant has confirmed that Robert Norman
(from Galliford Try) will be the point of contact.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Closure /
redirection
of FP7

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

An existing Public Footpath exists across the busy
A47 behind what is now a new residential
development. Blofield Parish Council has attempted
to have this footpath redirected to negate the risk but
to no avail. (See Appendix A for further information)

FP7 is outside the boundary of the scheme and is
unaffected by the scheme.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Designated
Funds

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix A
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

At the start of the proposal to widen the A47 we were
informed that a Designated Fund would be available
for the local area to apply to. This seems to have
disappeared as no local council seems to have
benefitted. We have submitted a revised application
after we were told the criteria had changed, which
hasn’t been yet been acknowledged.

The Applicant has recently appointed a resource to
progress designated funds on the A47.  Funding is
available for biodiversity schemes.  The Applicant has
been in contact with Blofield Parish Council to confirm
a feasibility study has been funded.  A further meeting
will be arranged.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

FP4 Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C,
Appendix H
& Appendix I

2.4 Rights of Way and Access Plans
It would appear that FP4 is going to be diverted
through the back of what would be the new school
site. Currently FP4 borders the top of the bank
running adjacent to the A47 and through the small
section of woodland before turning to the south to join
up with Yarmouth Road adjacent to Turret House.
The Council would urge that you consult with NCC
Childrens Services and NPS who are evolving plans

FP4 is outside the boundary of the scheme and is
unaffected by the scheme.  However, the Applicant
will discuss this with the Designated Funds team to
determine if a feasibility study could be progressed to
provide a fence.

Agreed 20-Dec-21
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Issue Document
Reference

Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

for the new school site to ascertain if a redirected
footpath is relevant.

WCH Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

2.4 Rights of Way and Access Plans
It would appear that only a cycle track is being
provided over the new overbridge whereas the
Council understood that this was going to be a
footpath as well to facilitate safer pedestrian access
to Blofield from the residents on the northern side of
the A47 (and on which a housing proposal was
passed for a sub division on the premise there would
be footpath connectivity – which doesn’t appear to be
the case)

As is confirmed in Applicant’s Response to the Rule 9
Letter dated 5th February 2021 (AS-001) the term
“cycle track” refers to shared use highways (available
for use by pedestrians and cyclists).

Agreed 11-Nov-21

WCH Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C,
Appendix H
& Appendix I

6.8 MasterPlan
The Council welcomes the addition of what seems to
be proper footpaths connecting the allotment site to
Norwich Camping and also the footpath to the north
of Waterlow, the new bridge and to join up with the
“old” A47 path. It is a shame that this seems to
contradict the maps detailed in 2.4 and so the Council
would appreciate confirmation that these footpaths
will be delivered. It also notes a lack of crossing
points which would be welcomed to facilitate slower
traffic entering Blofield or some other form of physical
speed restraint.

The Applicant can confirm that the footpaths will be
provided as shown on the Masterplan (REP7-011).
As referenced above the term “cycle track” refers to
shared use highways (available for use by
pedestrians and cyclists.
The Applicant will discuss with Norfolk County Council
as to whether a crossing point could be provided on
Yarmouth Road.

Agreed 20-Dec-21

WCH Email from
BPC in
Appendix E

Gemma was also going to speak to her colleagues
with regard to the footpath crossing the A47 from
Yarmouth Road to Shack Lane.

See response above regarding the footpath. Agreed 11-Nov-21

Waterflow
flooding

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

2.4 Rights of Way and Access Plans
Will the proposed soakaways be sufficient to protect
the properties at Waterlow from surface water
flooding?

The Applicant has responded in the ‘Applicant’s
Response to Relevant Representations (REP1-060)
to RR-053.

In response to the potential flooding impact
anticipated in the representation at Waterlow
Cottage, Waterlow, Blofield. NR13 4LJ, it is
recognised that all of the surface water from

Agreed 11-Nov-21
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Issue Document
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Blofield Parish Council
Comment

Applicant’s Response Status Date

the natural catchment including the existing
A47 impermeable carriageway comes down
the field at the back of the property and pools
on the road outside Waterlow Cottage as this
is the lowest point in the area. This has been
confirmed from surface flow mapping of the
hydrological regime as part of the
development of the Proposed Scheme. It is
for this reason that the drainage of the
Proposed Scheme has been developed to
drain by infiltration and in addition the design
has sought to reduce the incidence of existing
surface water flooding by routing the overland
flows through clean water soakaways to slow
down the natural overland flows.

The drainage, including soakaways, will be
maintained by the Applicant.
The A47 Blofield to North Burlingham Scheme is
however not a flood relief scheme.  The Applicant is
obligated not to increase flood risk as a result of the
Scheme and that is what the drainage design is
designed to achieve.

Road
Lighting

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C,
Appendix H
& Appendix I

2.6 General Arrangement Plans
The proposed 20 lighting columns would be in
contradiction of the Blofield Neighbourhood Plan
Environment 5 Policy regarding Dark Skies. If the
proposed junction was amended as per our
suggestion at the beginning of this document, then
the junction lighting would not be in contradiction to
our local plan policy.

As described in the Scheme Design Report (REP1-
046) lighting is proposed at the Yarmouth Road as
road safety mitigation.  The lighting will be LED and
include back shields, where appropriate, to limit light
spill.
The modified junction arrangement as proposed by
Blofield Parish Council is not a technically viable
solution. Whilst Option B, considered in the Scheme
Design Report (REP1-046) may not require lighting, it
would have other environmental impacts resulting
from the increased land take and additional
construction.

Agreed 20-Dec-21
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Applicant’s Response Status Date

The provision and assessment of lighting in the ES
Chapter 7 (APP-045) and the Lighting Assessment
contained in Appendix 7.8 (APP-085) assume the
worst-case scenario and if alternative solutions can
be found to improve the visibility of the junction
without the need for lighting the lighting may be
removed during detailed design.

Road
Lighting

Email from
BPC in
Appendix E

There are also a lot of street lighting columns which is
against the dark skies policy of the council.

See response above regarding street lighting. Agreed 11-Nov-21

Hedgerows Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

2.9 Hedgerow Plans
The Council is disappointed that there appears to be
limited new hedging being planted to offset the
hedging being removed.

The hedgerows to be provided are shown on the
Masterplan (REP7-011).  The scheme results in a
biodiversity net gain of greater than 40%.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Speed limits Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

2.11 Traffic Regulation Plans
Could the proposed 30MPH limit be extended to
cover the entrance to the allotment gardens carpark
thus enabling safer access to the allotments,
considering a footway is going to be provided to
encourage walking to the allotments it would be
beneficial to have the opportunity for speeding cars to
be reduced.

Provision of the footway enables safer access to the
allotments.  The speed limits proposed are
appropriate for the road.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Speed limits Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

Considering the A47 will now be national speed limit,
is the slip road off the Westbound side to enter
Blofield sufficient to slow drivers down from the
70MPH limit into a tight turn off for either Waterlow or
Yarmouth Road restricted at 30MPH? The Council
can foresee accidents occurring and would really
encourage Highways England to reconsider the
junction plans as mentioned at the start of this
document.

The diverge taper from A47 to Yarmouth Road has
been increased in length, when compared to the
existing layout, to give vehicles more time to slow
down.  This along with the provision lighting and the
dual carriageway itself will improve the safety at this
junction.

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Landscape Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C

6.1 Chapter 7 – Landscape and Visual Effects
7.9.2 mentions providing an appropriate Blofield
gateway semi ornamental landscape treatment at the

Requirement 5 ‘Landscaping’ to the dDCO (REP7-
007) includes for consultation with the relevant

Agreed 11-Nov-21
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Issue Document
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Blofield Parish Council
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junction of the A47 with the Yarmouth Road. The
parish council would like to be consulted over this
gateway.
7.9.2 also mentions retaining or replacing and
reinforcing existing vegetation where this contributes
to the distinctive qualities of the landscape, including
a notable line of poplar trees on the north-eastern
edge of Blofield. Presumably this excludes the line of
Poplar trees on the allotment site as they will be
destroyed for the realignment of Waterlow, but we
would appreciate clarity over the tree treatments for
works alongside the A47 and what is proposed to
provide security for the allotments as the current line
of poplar trees prevents open access to the allotment
site.
However section 7.10.4 seems to contradict the
above, stating :- The Proposed Scheme would result
in the loss of a line of mature shelterbelt trees on the
southern edge of Waterlow, adjacent to the allotments
on the north eastern edge of Blofield. A line of mature
trees along the northern edge of the A47 to the west
of the Yarmouth Road junction at Blofield would also
be removed by construction.

planning authority prior to approval by the Secretary
of State.

The Applicant considers that this is appropriate.  The
Applicant will however provide the details of the
proposals to the Parish Council.

Arboriculture Letter from
BPC in
Appendix C
&
Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

6.2 Appendix 7.7 Arboricultural Impact Assessment.
This document seems to show that the line of trees
adjacent to Plantation Park will be removed along
with all the trees adjacent to the allotment site and
those adjacent to the A47. This is a devastating loss
of mature trees with seemingly limited plans to
replace said mature trees.

As part of the best-practice precautionary approach,
the Arboricultural Impact Assessment shows a worst
case scenario of vegetation clearance as a result of
the Scheme.
The design principles embedded in the Scheme to
avoid environmental constraints (including tree loss)
are detailed in section 7.9 of ES Chapter 7:
Landscape and Visual (APP-045).
The Masterplan (REP7-011) shows the resulting
planting design and maps both trees to be retained
and proposed planting. This includes the mitigation
proposed as part of the arboricultural and landscape

Agreed 11-Nov-21
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and visual impact assessments. The Scheme has a
positive Biodiversity Net Gain.

Noise
Pollution

Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

It is also noted that permanent noise barriers will be
erected next to properties - 3m high by 265m in
length as 37 properties in the vicinity of Yarmouth
Road
(A47 to the Dansbower Lane junction) are predicted
to have significant adverse traffic noise effects. Will
these be screened with any planting?

A large proportion of the existing vegetation will be
retained between the properties and the proposed
Noise Barriers, see Masterplan (REP7-011)

Agreed 11-Nov-21

Land Letter from
BPC in
Appendix H

Permanent land take is required from the allotment
gardens car park in Blofield, and it is noted that land
will be required temporarily from 4 properties on
Yarmouth Road and we would like confirmation that
the property holders will be involved in decisions etc.

The Applicant has liaised with each of the property
owners affected.

Agreed 11-Nov-21
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APPENDIX I – Response to SoCG from Blofield Parish Council, 10
December 2021
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